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The Shahls Falk Sorting Outthe Blame
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Theréls hdthing sutpeising Ik October 1978, I had the last on-: " from Tehran,I wrote this: “Before I
about politicians exploitingthebos- - camera interview that the shah went to Iran in October to do a tele- |
tage situation in Iran, bug there i “'granted before he was overthrown. = vision special en:the impendipg -
something shebbw.aboutsthat self-..-When I left-that interview: a friend - . crisis, officials here gave me an in-:
serving and less-than-accurate arti- . {and aide of Zahedi, a man named credibly rosy. reporr::When 1re.
cle in which our-former-ambassa-: -~ Dowlatshahi, asked me: “How.dig it - turned:with a.report about ‘Our—

dor to Iranigivesthis versionof Whogorrd (ws% 12 -~ CrisisinIran, asenior State Depart—
LostIramtie = /7-ws * g ~*The shah is a beaten man;” 1. --ment official called the Iranian;

‘WilliamH: Sullivan, whopresided © ‘repliéd. “Hé is not the'same-man k.~ Embassy:to apologize-formy pessi- !
over thatTehran embassy dufing-*+“interviewed a couple of years ago: i.-mism-Fortunately, he got an: Ira-
the fall d&the shah, writes:in For- _~Fheshah hasgivenup.”™ &< - nian who said: ‘If you don't believe ;
eign Policy ‘magazine that this _ ~.The following night members of -~ Rowan’s warning; you don't:-knowr;
near-calamity for U:S. intéfests oc- ~=*myTV-crew and I went toa party at. .- anything aboutdran, -~ ==\ 7774
curred becauses;1J.S. policy-formu- - Zahedi’s house, hosted by.oneof his = Belatedly, that-American official-
lation broke-down.” The cutpritin- = - . Com g - .« and many others are.now.trying 1o !
the whole mess.was President Car- " ) - = ~— .- figure out what the future holds. .,
ter’s national securityzadviser, - This country faces"enoughfiu -~ When I first talked to Sullivan -
Zbigniew ‘Brzezinski, according 10 : . Lo TT YN L 790 during that trip to fran, he gave me
Sullivanrs - ! z{) i ,&‘...-::».a. e ,_,da.,nge.rs and dlfﬁ(lmtles _...ilre same rosy view Ol tie situauon -
It is rio¥ possible to determine - oarding oY o - ii oothat the CIA had given. After I went
whether-Sullivan is raerely engag- ;- I?’c;%‘-’,dlnq Iran‘mth(mt, . .-+ tofsfahan and interviewed students--
ing in a few recriminations against= :--»anyl‘electlon'-year spasms = .« and others opposing thé shah, I re-",
Brzezinski,wha is the favorite vil-™ . f o ﬂ Vlsed “¢ *” turned to Tehran and said to Sulli-
Jain of the Foreign Service pros, or - oI msSarll yrf{, 15ed van; “Your people-sure as hell'are-
3 Ha «» n't talking 1o the same Iranians ¥m:
ey e oy 1AIKIDE 10" 86 aazg =3kl o o
benefit of Ronald'Reagan. Whateverss 57 .0 5 - 0 iy gt g - Not just the Central Intelligence .
his intentions,:he misleads the relatives. When I walked in, I was > Acency. but_Sullivan's. entire
American peopléin severakimpor: - - stunned to see Zahedi. _ R %
tantrespefta; f\t LESiET i “Dowlatshahi telephoned-me, to . _report to residentl. ; g
Sullivamwrites: “By-November - tell me- what you szid:about the* hah was secure and Iran . was..not
1978 Brzézinski began to make his  shah. ] have come homie.to hold my ® " “ever in a pre-Trevolutionary stage,”
own policy dnd established his own king’s hand,” Zahedi'said: He then~ " a report that led the presidentto”
‘embassy’in: Iran. That embassy. . apologized for leaving-the dinner :utter unprecedented pUDIIC CIILL: |

materialized insthe person of Arde- . and went to the palace where, he  cismofUS. intelligience operations.. !

whether he is trying.to.bludgeon --'hist'ory.,; :
the Carter administrationste;the- i3 - = Do

shir Zahedi, the shah's ambassador - told me later, he spent the entire write this simply to warn Amerl- |
in Washington; who returned to - night toying to-stiffen the mon-  cansnot to be misled, in an election 1
Tehran:at-Brzezinski’s behest with' “arch’sresolve. i 7oy .- year, by one man’s tendentious trea-s
‘the explicit mission of pulling the zz.. This country faces enough dan- - -tise about a development for which |
'shah'sireselve together so that‘he-; gers and difficulties regarding lran - he and many others must share.!
could sxxpp‘ressithe revolution.”: . - - without any election-year:spasms of some:‘blame. And that includes:|

" Brzezinski denies ‘yehemently-- - instantly revised_ history. deter- - those who presided over U.S. policy |

that he senf Zatiedi to Teliran, and I mined 10~ blame  on€ “party “oF ™" toward Tran and the'shah Tong be-
_believe him, pecause I know why " another for “losing Iran? ... ... .Jore Jimmy Carter and Brzezinski-;
Zahedi'ﬁis‘fre‘d,home;f‘j;’ A “""""‘»"'_'On Dec. 13, 1978, on my return “assumed power. | T
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